A man, who was older and quieter than most of them,
carne up to her and said: ujust walk with rne, madam.
Til see you where you wish to go/?

She was glad of his protection and walked with him.
As they drew away from the gangs, he said: "It is going
to be a dangerous thing to try to check these gangs of the
Greens. They'll be the rulers of The City.'*

"Why?" she said. uSurely the Guards will be called
out and sent to patrol the streets?"

"Don't you believe it, lady," the man answered. "The
Emperor will never use troops in an election riot, when
his nephew's one of the candidates. It would be said at
once that he meant to crush liberty. That would be the
way to bring down the whole house."

She thought that possibly there was sense in this, and
that the riot and threatening would continue on the plea
that thus free men exercised the right of free speech.
She had seen some stormy elections in the past, but
nothing promising to be quite so lawless as this. Indeed,
what passed that morning was but the prelude or fore-
taste of a reign of disorder which \vas soon sweeping
through The City. In every public place there were
Green orators, always supported by bullies, who
frequently used violence. As the days passed, they
became more violent. They went to the lengths of
seizing people whom they knew or suspected to be
Blues, and making them make public profession of belief
in Hypatius. They made men display Green banners or
knocked them senseless for refusing. They broke down
all Blue symbols and standards; they went boldly in
gangs into the shops of Blue merchants and demanded
subscriptions for Hypatius' Fighting Fund for Liberty.
In some cases, they insisted on payment to the Green
cause for permission to keep the shop open. In some